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measures   These people could only be impressed by brutality;
they were too anaemic to resort to brutality themselves.
Soon after this Germany withdrew not only from the Dis-
armament Conference but from the League. "C'est la guerre,"
shouted the angry journalists in the lobbies. The members of
the German delegation to Geneva were themselves dismayed.
They had to pack up and go literally helter-skelter. This was
the first important event in the National Socialist style in the
field of foreign policy. The pace was set by Hitler. There were
violent quarrels behind the scenes. The decision to leave the
League was forced on the professional diplomats against their
strong representations, amid the wildest temperamental out-
breaks. Members of the German delegation at Geneva with
whom I was acquainted were at their wits' end. This was the
incursion of dynamism into a world of fictitious security.
But is not every state of legality, every treaty relation, a
fictitious security? It was not the fact of Germany's withdrawal
from the League that marked the beginning of the revolutionary
course in foreign policy, but the way it was done. Germany
had decided for drama, for dictation, for surprise moves, for
marching. The withdrawal from the League was thoroughly
characteristic of the National Socialist Fuhrer. The move and
its manner were a frontal attack not on the Versailles treaty
front but on the principles of legality and faith in treaties.
Nothing would have been more natural than to follow this
resolute turning away from western European political ideas
with an attempt to create another system of treaties of alliance,
which would be a positive achievement to set against the
"fictitious" system of Geneva. The affairs of Danzig kept me
at Geneva after the German delegation had left, and I had
the opportunity of observing the international effect of
Germany's move. The psychological effect seemed to me so
menacing that I felt it to be of importance that Germany, while
rejecting the ineffective principles of the League, should declare